

Adopted 11/9/16


Introduced by Council Member Ferraro and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Love, Carter, Schellenberg, Dennis, Becton, Morgan, Boyer, Wilson, Anderson, R. Brown, Bowman, Gulliford, Hazouri, Newby, R. Gaffney, Brosche and K. Brown:

RESOLUTION 2016-713-A
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING THE JSO, JFRD, JEA, the CITY OF JACKSONVILLE, AND THE MANY OTHER LOCAL, STATE AND fEDERAL OFFICIALS, AGENCIES, AND EMPLOYEES DISPLAYING PROFESSIONALISM AND DEDICATION DURING HURRICANE MATTHEW AND THE RESULTING EVACUATION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Hurricane Matthew formed near the Windward Islands on September 28, 2016 and went on to leave a path of destruction from the Caribbean to the Southeast United States before it was downgraded to a post-tropical cyclone; and 


WHEREAS, the death toll in Haiti has topped 1000, and Florida, Georgia, South Carolina and North Carolina, have reported at least 27 confirmed deaths; and 

WHEREAS, on October 3, 2016, Governor Rick Scott declared a state of emergency for the State of Florida associated with Hurricane Matthew; and 
WHEREAS, the City’s Emergency Preparedness Division closely tracked and monitored the storm, and on October 5, 2016, Mayor Lenny Curry issued an Emergency Executive Proclamation declaring a state of emergency for the City of Jacksonville to ensure the safety and welfare of all the citizens of Duval County; and

WHEREAS, also on October 5th, the Mayor advised the Beaches  communities and other low lying portions of Jacksonville to evacuate, and on October 6th mandatory evacuation orders were issued for those same areas and emergency shelters were opened throughout the City to assist dislocated residents; and 

WHEREAS, on October 7th the City of Jacksonville felt the full effects of the Hurricane as a peak surge of nine feet above normal was measured along the First Coast and top wind gusts in the Jacksonville Area hit 87 miles per hour, and storm surge flooding affected the Beaches communities and those along the St. Johns River and its tributaries; and 

WHEREAS, also on October 7th, the St. Johns River reached its highest level on record in northeast Florida at the Shands Bridge, and early on the morning of October 8th, the St. Johns River was flowing backwards; and 

WHEREAS, throughout the impacts of the storm, the City, JSO, JFRD, and emergency crews continued 24 hour operations in response to Hurricane Matthew to provide and restore services to the community; and  

WHEREAS, JEA crews and members of the JEA call center diligently worked around the clock to restore electricity and water services to the many JEA customers who were impacted; and 

WHEREAS, in the aftermath of the storm the Public Works Department and JEA continue to serve residents with storm debris removal, downed trees and power lines, malfunctioning traffic signals  and drainage system blockages; and 


WHEREAS, Hurricane Matthew was a catastrophic and life-threatening storm that could have impacted many more residents of the First Coast, but the effects were mitigated thanks to the efforts of JSO, JFRD, JEA, the City of Jacksonville leaders and employees, and the many other local, state and federal officials, agencies, and employees, who united to temper the effects of the storm and provide the utmost protection for our citizens; and 


WHEREAS, these many individuals and agencies are worthy of recognition and honor for their timely professional actions, their unswerving dedication to public safety, and their exemplary performance in the face of potential tragedy and loss; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville: 


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby recognize and commend JSO, JFRD, JEA, City of Jacksonville leaders and employees, and the many other local, state and federal officials, agencies, and employees displaying professionalism and dedication during Hurricane Matthew and the resulting evacuation of various areas of Duval County.  

Section 2.

The Council does further express its sincere gratitude and appreciation to those individuals who so selflessly gave their time and attention to protect the lives and property of all the citizens of Duval County, thanking them for a job done exceedingly well.  


Section 3.

Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:  Paige H. Johnston

G:\SHARED\LEGIS.CC\2016\Reso\2016-713-A Scriv Corr.doc
PAGE  
- 3 -


